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Introduction

The French printer Pierre Attaingnant published a variety 
of instrumental ensemble music during the course of the 
sixteenth century, including a ten-volume series of popu-
lar dances issued between c1547 and 1557.  This series 
contains many settings that were either composed or ed-
ited by Claude Gervaise, among them the suite of nine 
branles arranged here for Guitar Quartet. Adrian Le Roy 
used Gervaise’s melodies in creating his suite of Branles 
du Bourgongne for solo guitar, several of which are tran-
scribed in Early Guitar Anthology I:  The Renaissance.

No editorial fingerings have been added in order to allow 
performers and Directors to select fingerings that will 
produce the timbres and articulations they feel will best 
communicate their interpretation to their audience.  Slurs 
on the sixteenth notes in Branle 1 and Branle 7 have been 
added to facilitate performance.
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